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MEDIA RELEASE
January 29, 1987
UM’S THREATENED COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS DEPARTMENT: 
FIGHTING FOR SURVIVAL WHILE SERVING THE STATE
By Carol Susan Woodruff 
UM News and Publications
Eliminating the University of Montana’s Department of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders (CS&D) would affect a lot 
more people than the 12 faculty members and four staff people 
who’d lose their jobs, some of them after about 30 years of 
service.
In response to Gov. Ted Schwinden’s recent call for further 
budget cuts in higher education, UM reluctantly put that 
department on a list of possible departmental eliminations. UM 
Budget Director Ken Stolz says eliminating CS&D would yearly save 
about $317,000 -- a sizable chunk of the more than $3 million in 
possible cuts UM had to come up with in early January.
Who’d be affected by the elimination of CS&D? Among the 
many people who rely on this department for education, 
consultation or clinical services are veterans; school districts; 
agencies; speech pathologists and audiologists; students; and 
Medicare and Medicaid patients and other citizens with speech, 
hearing and language problems.
CS&D, the only department of its kind in Montana, trains 
both undergraduate and graduate students. In fact, CS&D
more
csdcut.rl 2
Chairperson Barbara Bain says 40 percent of the state's 256 
licensed speech pathologists and audiologists were either trained 
in her department or are employed there. She also says that of 
the approximately 235 communication sciences and disorders 
departments in the country, UM's is easily within the top 20.
Seventy percent of CS&D's undergraduate students hail from 
Montana, as do 50 percent of its graduate students. And 
competition to get into the graduate program is stiff. According 
to a 1985 report by the American Speech-Hearing-Language 
Association (ASHA), an average of 42 percent of the applicants to 
graduate programs like UM's are rejected. The CS&D rejection 
rate, by contrast, is 76 percent.
If CS&D is eliminated, many Montanans over the years will 
have to earn degrees in this field out of state. For some 
students, going to school outside Montana would be prohibitively 
expensive; they'd have to abandon a career in a field for which 
there's a growing need for professionals both statewide and 
nationally.
Don Hjelmseth, UM's director of career services, says his 
office routinely gets requests for more CS&D graduates than the 
department supplies. Marilyn Pearson, a CS&D graduate and speech 
pathologist with the state Office of Public Instruction, says 
there's a shortage of licensed speech pathologists in Montana.
"It continues to be hard to recruit fully licensed 
professionals because the national pool has decreased," she says. 
Some school districts in Montana have employed people with
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bachelor's degrees who aren't fully licensed and who are 
supervised by fully licensed professionals."
CS&D is also an educational facility for speech pathologists 
and audiologists from around the state, who are required to 
obtain continuing education credit. One of two ASHA-approved 
sponsors of continuing education in Montana, CS&D is the only 
sponsor of a wide range of activities throughout the year.
During the past four summers alone, CS&D provided 176 
professionals with 272 credits. Eliminating the department would 
mean greatly decreased opportunities for Montana clinicians to 
get the additional training they need to stay abreast of 
developments in their field.
Another important aspect of CS&D is its Speech, Hearing and 
Language Clinic, which serves patients in all but 11 of Montana's 
56 counties. In 1985-86, 514 clients received a total of more 
than 2,000 hours of services there.
The clinic's patients pay far less than they would at a 
private clinic. Bain says that almost 90 percent of the clinic 
work is done by closely supervised students, whose therapy fees 
are 50 percent below those in the private sector. Their 
diagnosis fees are 30 percent lower.
The clinic, which collected almost $50,000 in fees in 1985- 
86, also offers many services free or at a reduced rate. "We 
don't refuse services to anyone based on his inability to pay," 
Bain says. In 1985-86, for example, the clinic provided almost 
$18,000 worth of free services.
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Among the primary users of the clinic are the state's 
veterans, whom the Veterans Administration sends only to UM for 
hearing aid evaluations. Other regulars are Medicare and 
Medicaid patients, whose visits would annually cost the state 
many thousands of dollars more if provided by a private clinic.
As part of its Non-Vocal Program, the clinic houses the 
state's only collection of communication devices for people who 
can't talk (see related story). The highly sophisticated 
equipment belongs to the Lions Club International, District 37D. 
Dale Pelton, chairman of the club's Non-Vocal Committee, says his 
organization will fight to keep the Non-Vocal Program at UM.
"We're really impressed with the clinic's professionalism," 
he says. He says his club has received inquiries from people in 
nine states wishing to come to the clinic for evaluation.
Finally, agencies and clinicians from around Montana 
regularly seek guidance from CS&D. For example, between March 
1985 and March 1986, clinicians from 19 Montana cities sought 
consultations. These professionals represented organizations 
like Easter Seal, Head Start and Indian Health Audiology.
During that same period, CS&D provided consultation to a 
variety of agencies, including the Montana Board of Education; 
the Montana Hearing Aid Society; St. Patrick Hospital; and the 
Montana Speech, Hearing and Language Association.
One reason agencies and clinicians rely on the expertise of 
the CS&D faculty, Bain suggests, is that it's made up of 90 
percent of the state’s Ph.D.'s in speech pathology and audiology.
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